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House of Burgess: Trump says 
he'll jail Clinton 


Only dictators imprison political opponents 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Ten columns wouldn’t be enough space to properly break down what’s 
happened lately: 


e Oct. 1, The New York Times published three pages (mailed anonymously) 
of Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump’s 1995 tax returns that 
showed a $916 million loss. This could have allowed Trump to pay no 
federal income taxes for up to 18 years, three before and 15 after, which he 
and his campaign did not deny. 


e Oct. 4 saw the one and only vice presidential debate between Democrat 
Tim Kaine and Republican Mike Pence, moderated by CBS News’ Elaine 
Quijano at Longwood University in Farmville, Virginia. Kaine mostly told the 


truth, but was incredibly annoying. Pence lied his face off, but did so ina 
smooth manner. 


e Friday, The Washington Post’s David Fahrenthold reported on a tape sent 
to him that was filmed during Trump’s Sept. 16, 2005 “Days of Our Lives” 
appearance. In it, a newly married Trump brags to Billy Bush, then of 
“Access Hollywood,” about his attempts to seduce a married woman, Nancy 
O’Dell, using furniture shopping. (Why didn’t Billy give this tape to his 
cousin, Jeb, during the primaries?) Trump then pops a Tic Tac in case he 
decides to sexually assault the married woman they are about to meet, 
Arianne Zucker. 


“T just start kissing them. It’s like a magnet. Just kiss. I don’t even wait,” 
Trump said. “And when you’re a Star, they let you do it. You can do 
anything. ... Grab them by the [well, you heard the vulgar slang he used].” 


Many fellow Republicans condemned him and pulled their endorsements. 
Even Tic Tacs denounced him. “Tic Tac respects all women,” the brand 
posted on Twitter. “We find the recent statements and behavior completely 
inappropriate and unacceptable.” Trump released a video apology Saturday 
and said he would “never” drop out. Sunday, Bush was suspended from his 
“Today” show hosting duties. 


e Also Friday, Wikileaks released hacked emails purporting to show 
excerpts from Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton’s long- 
withheld speeches she gave to Wall Street firms. 


e Sunday’s second (this time, town hall-style) presidential debate was 
moderated by CBS’ Martha Raddatz and CNN’s Anderson Cooper at 
Washington University in St. Louis. (The final presidential debate is set for 
Oct. 19 and will be moderated by Fox News’ Chris Wallace at the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas.) 


Before it began, Trump held a press conference with Juanita Broaddrick, 
Kathleen Willey, Paula Jones and Kathy Shelton. (Broaddrick, Willey and 
Jones accused President Bill Clinton of sexual assault, and Hillary Clinton 
served as the court-appointed attorney for the man who raped Shelton at 12 
in 1975, Thomas Alfred Taylor.) They then attended the debate as Trump’s 
guests. 


Hillary Clinton and Trump did not shake hands. The town hall format was a 
joke. The majority of the audience questions were a waste. Trump pivoted 
from the Bush tape to ISIS. His sniffing was worse than ever. (Seriously, 
what gives with the sniffing, already?) 


Hillary Clinton was about as even-tempered as could be expected. Trump 
went to war with the moderators. “You know what’s funny? She went over a 
minute over, and you don’t stop her. When I go one second over, it’s like a 
big deal,” Trump said. “It’s really very interesting.” 


Trump threw Pence under the bus and endorsed Russia’s actions in Syria. 
“He and I haven’t spoken, and I disagree,” he said. 


After calling Hillary Clinton “the devil,” Trump said he would have her 
arrested if elected. “If I win, I am going to instruct my attorney general to 
get a special prosecutor to look into your situation, because there has never 
been so many lies, so much deception. There has never been anything like 
it, and we’re going to have a special prosecutor,” he said. 


Clinton attempted to respond. “It’s just awfully good that someone with the 
temperament of Donald Trump is not in charge of the law in our country,” 
she said. “Because you’d be in jail,” Trump said, looming. 


Only dictators imprison political enemies. The scary part is how many of our 
fellow citizens seem to be just fine with that idea. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


